Mickey Rooney has come.to the con-
elusion, “Everyone is basically suicidal.

We're a1l looking for an

it in booze or drugs. Others find salvation

in religion. But few ever

analyze themselves objectively — and ac-
cept that they are responsible for all that's

gone wrong in their lives.”
[ Asfor his own life,
;  dastardly,” catastrophic
' pened:it’s just lucky Fm

escape. Some find

get the courage to

he says, “So many ’
‘things have hap-
‘resilient.” He has

gone through a lot — including banhruptcy
in the early '60s, the arrest of a son for
narcotics possession. And seven failed mar-
riages. He feels lucky te have found reli-
gion, and though he confesses, “T've spit In
God’s face a.thousand times, and likely
will do so again. He has pulled me through
--and helped me achxeve peace and
contentment.”
Dr_essed In convict’s attire for his role .
in Stanley Kramer’s “The Demino Princi-

ple” feature, his hair gray, his 5-foet-3
frame chunky, the 54-year-old actor bears
lit{le resemblance to the cute, captivating
Andy Hardy character he played in many
~movies of the '30s and ’405

" He feels that hxs marital track record -
is “disgusting.”” The problem’s been, he
says, that “I've somehow never managed
“to combine love and friendship — and love
" witliout-the latter is’ just ust.

“I don't really approve of divorce, It's
sad. But the trouble is thatgeveryone is
ready to take all they can get from a rela- .
tionship — without being ready to give.”

Divorced this last time since 1975,
Mickey currently is in quest of wife No. 8.

But this time, he insists, he’s more con-
‘cerned about selecting a mate who’ll be a
good friend, than a good lover. He’s learn-
ed his lesson, he points out, after seven

“ journeys down that other, ‘suicidal’ path.
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