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By Robert Finn -
. ~‘_Slm,i Writer
NE W YORK—Soprano
Beverly-"Sills,” wh o - called
Cleveland:-home for five-

g2

u’ -Beverly Sills
First act bow . ..

By Robert Dolgan

Live -burlesque returned
to the Roxy Theater yester-
day after an absence of
four years. About 50 men
attended the first show at 1
p.m. They had paid $6 each
for the privilege of ogling
the star, who calls herself
Passion Flame, and three
other strippers.

The four dancers, who
all appeared to be in their
20s, took -all their clothes
off, save for incidentals
such as shoes and gloves.
Roxy veterans recalled the
days whén some of the cho-
Tines wouldn’t even remove
their fish-net brassijeres.

The Roxy, the oldest bur-
lesque~house in the city,
has been showing sex
movies exclusively of late.

“People have been ask-
ing that we bring back live
sihows,”> . said Thomas
Briggs; R oxy manager.
“But we’ll probably keep
showing the movies in be-
tween the girls’ acts.”

“We're considering put-

ting on burlesque full
time,” said booking agent
Paul Walker. “There
seems to be a revival of
burlesque around the coun-
try. People might be get-
ting tired of porno
movies.”

Master of ceremonies
vesterday was Barney
Long. a typically low
comic. One time he came
onstage” with his pants
down around his Knees.
“Now you look like Ralph
Perk.” a man yelled from
the audience.

“With a face like yours
vou shouldn’t talk,” Long
replied. He also took prat-
fells, told corny jokes and
tap-danced. He said his fa-
ther had appeared on the
Roxy stage 45 years earli-
er.

After a joke drew only

scatlered applause. he
said. ““There will be no
individual applause. Either
vou all clap together-or get
the hell'out of here.”

The “strippers, who will
appear daily at 1, 4, 8 and
10:30 p.m., are Torchy Dia-
mond, a ‘lanky brunette;
Jayde, a petite blonde who
struts confidently through
her number, and Gypsy
Eden who came armed
with a Carmen opera cos-
tume. a tambourine and a
iremendous bust.

The return was no treat |
for the nostalgia buff. On @
the same stage where Lou §

Costello and Bud Abbott
immortalized their “Who's
on first” routine, there was
only “one comic skit, done
by Long and the kanky bru-

nette,

And worse, at the inter-
missicn no candy butcher
came-out ~beside the stage
and.gave out with his
traditional .cry: “ My as-
sistants . will now pass
among:.you with boxes of
candy.-In -each and every
ane ;s a valuable prize.”

years in the late 1950s,

finally made it to the stage -

of the Metropolitan Opera
House ‘last night -after 20
years or so as a noted
opera singer and almost a
decade as an international
superstar. - .

Miss Sills appeared in
the first Metropolitan
- production of  Rossini’s

and was greeted with a
series of roaring ovations
‘that may have caused seis-
mographs to tremble in
Cleveland. .

~ When she first appeared
on stage—and before she
had sung a note—she was
greeted by cheers lasting
almost ‘a full minute. -At
the end of her mammoth
aria at the start of the sec-

demonium in the opera
house for well over four

tain there were showers of

quets.

~ Her fans, who filled
-every one of the 3900
seats, were clearly in a
mood to celebrate the cor-

- most glaring career over-

Miss Sills, who made her
career next door to the Met
at the New York City Op-
era, seemed {o be.enjoying
the oceasion. Her perform-
ance as Rossini’s much-
put-upon put-upon heroine
Pamira was full justifica-

tion for all the cheering.

She tossed off the rums,
trills, scales and intricate
orpaments of her part with

what appeared to be total -

effortlessness.

There may be sopranos
with voices boasting more
body in the middle regis-
ter, but there are none

“The Siege of of Corinth” -

ond act there was-pap- .

minutes. At the final cur- .
confetti and tossing of bou-

rection of ome of opera’s

today who.can operate
above “the staff with the
agility, accuracy, assurance
and tonal purity of Beverly
- Sills.

It was really a ladies’
night at the Met, for Miss
Sills was ably partnered in

the trouser. role of Neocle

by ‘mezzo soprano Shirley
Verett. : )

Miss Verett’s accurate
runs and booming low
notes, won their own ova-
tion from the audience.

Sad to say, neither of the
two major male parts -was

¢

adequately - filled. Justino

_Diaz as Emperor Mametto
II had little command of
the florid Rossini style. As
for tenor Harry Theyard,
who sang the role of Miss
Sills’s father, i is hard to
see why this harsh-sound-
ing and tremoloridden
tenor has been promoted
into a major career in any
opera house. .

The minor roles in “The
Seige of Corinth” do not
count for much, though

Richard T. Gill did make a

good impression as Jero.
~ Thomas Schippers con-
ducted tautly, keeping the
- performance moving along
as briskly as the opera’s
basically static nature
would allow.
The seis and costumes
designed by Nicola Benois
were colorful and appropri-

ately exotic for this story -

of war between the ancient
Greeks and the Turks. '

He kept Miss Sills in blue
all evening long against the
grays and reds of almost
everyone else, thus singling
her out even when she was
not taking a direct part in
the action.

“The Siege of Corinth” is |

“one of Rossini’s large-seale
tragedies and it has had

a most éonfusing' histo-

ry. It  exists in three or. -

four different versions, all
of . which . have points in
their favor. F.or this
production, Schippers pre-
pared his own synthesis of
the several versions- and
then made a few' changes
of his own.

" There were some critical -

carpings about the authen-
ticity of the result, but last
night was clearly a night
for singer worship, not for
musicology. '
The audience that turned
out for ‘this extraordinary
event was filled with celeb-
rities; miisical and other-
wise. Damny Kaye and
Kirk Douglas were present,

along with Maria Jeritza, .

Dorthy Kirsten, Galina
Vishnevskaya and Rise
Stevens. - ) .
. One could not get near
the opera house without
being stopped three or four
times on Lincoln Center

emonium greets Beverly Sills in ove

Plaza by desperate-locking
Sills fans offering to buy
any extra tickets one might
have. i

It was a genuine and
well-deserved triumph for
the lady Cleveland knew as

rdue Met debut
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Mrs. Peterr B. Greemough, to hear “The Siege of
wife of a former business Corinth” on the Metropoli-
editor of The Plain Dealer. tan Opera broadcast on
Clevelanders .will be able Saturday, April 19.
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BOB
CRANE
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“BEGINNERS
LUCK"”

Wed. Matinees
April 16, 23, 30

CALL 562-6185 -

11 ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATIONS!
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OLONY

_SQUARE-

751-2800

inclading :

BEST PICTURE - BEST AGTOR - BEST ACTRESS

JACK RICHOLSON

FAYE DUNAWAY

\

" A ROBERT EVANS PRODUCTION OF A ROMAN POLANSK] R M - JACK NICHOLSON - FAYE DUNAWAY “CHINATOWN™

WRITTEN BY ROBERT TOWNE - PRODUCED BY ROBERT EVANS - DIRECTED BY ROMAN POLANSKS - CO-STARRING JOUN HiLLERMAN
PERRY LOPEZ - BURT YOUNG AND JOHN HUSTON - PRODUCTION DESIGNER RICHARD) SYLBERT - ASSOCIATE PRODUCER C.0. ERICKSON
MUSIC SCORED BY JERRY GOLDSITH - TECHNICOLOR™ PANAVISION A PARAMOUNT PRESENTATION

-BRUNSWICK

225-9716
Ri. 32 Bruniwick Plaze

- 333-5432.
. 20075 Ceater Ridge

Parmatown Ginema |
_38‘-6‘06
Ridge & Ridgewood

So be discovered, by setting up
shop where the finest people will
gather. Pavilion. It’s all for the best.

For leasing information on the first phase
of this 50 store mall.

call Roger Benjamin

at M.H.
One Public Square 523-1020
Construction by
ZEHMAN-WOLF
Construction, Inc.

Hausman Co.

[

Pavilion is Cleveland’s newest, most alluring enclosed
shopping mall. It's where you'll find fashion-conscious
shoppers searching out the finer things in life.

People with discerning taste will find what they seek in

the charming collection of elegant boutiques and intriguing
shops that line Pavilion Mall.

And only Pavilion has Piper’s Alley
An exquisite lane of specialty boutiques
designed for the discerning shopper —
and shopkeeper. And Piper’s Alley
boutiques are complete — 911 you need
to do is move in and hang out your
shingle. Take a stroll down Piper’s Alley
today. It’s the right direction for
tomorrow.

Be Discovere

QII Ideally Located on Chagrin Blvd. in

Developers Miiton Wolt, Dominic Viséonsu. M.H. 'Hausman Co

Beachwood Between Green & Richmond
. ;“

™STARTS TOMORROW
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